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| ABSTRACT 

The growing use of digital systems to check immigration, biometric identity checks and border control, has reduced 

these infrastructures to the main targets of cyber-attacks, especially by nation-state actors. The conventional 

cybersecurity tools are not always sufficient to handle the sophistication and magnitude of current, focused threats. 

In this article, the author discusses the implementation of machine learning (ML) systems based on AI to defend 

against sophisticated cyber attacks on the critical systems of the immigration database and biometric identification 

system. The proposed AI-based tools of cyber defense are based on deep learning, reinforcement learning, and 

anomaly detection to monitor all network traffic, user behavior, and system activity and prevent possible attacks 

immediately. The tools are more proactive and automated in preventing threats as they incorporate AI systems and 

biometric security infrastructure, which can bring down the reaction time of the perceived threats. The article 

addresses the possible opportunities of machine learning in forecasting and reacting on attacks like data breaches, 

identity theft, and denial-of-service attacks. The results indicate that AI-based defense tools play an important role 

to enhance the security stance of immigration and border control facilities against complex and enduring nation-

state risks. 
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1. Introduction 

With the world shifting towards a more digital state, the safety of the critical infrastructures, especially those related 

to immigration control, biometric identity systems, and border control, is at risk at any moment due to cyber-

attacks. Such systems are vulnerable to attacks by nation-state actors who can compromise national security, 

engage in espionage, or interfere with the essential processes because of the high sensitivity of personal and 

national security information contained in them. To address such increasing threats, the emergence of sophisticated 

cyber defense technologies that are driven by artificial intelligence (AI) has become one of the major strategies in 

ensuring these facilities are not exposed to complex cyber threats. 
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ML algorithms, which can be described as AI-based, have demonstrated a certain degree of promise in improving 

machine learning-based detection and mitigation of advanced persistent threats (APTs) to critical infrastructure 

systems. Such technologies are especially suited to trace large volumes of information that is produced by 

biometric systems, immigration databases, and border control technologies, at which conventional cybersecurity 

systems do not always cope (Kumar and Gutierrez, 2025). Real-time detection of abnormal patterns that may be the 

signs of malicious activity is possible with the use of AI and can respond quickly to secure the critical system. 

There are challenges associated with the increased use of biometric technologies in the verification of identities 

during border security and immigration control. Such systems contain the most sensitive information, such as 

fingerprints, facial recognition data, and iris scans, which nation-state criminals would give anything to steal or 

utilize such information (Stitilis et al., 2023). The introduction of AI in biometrics systems provides the possibility of 

stronger security solutions as authorized users can access it and the efficiency level remains high enough to be 

essential in the stressful conditions of airports and immigration posts (Manowska et al., 2024). 

Furthermore, privacy and data protection issues will continue to be the highest priorities as the AI-powered systems 

advance to a more sophisticated level. Government and national security systems that introduce AI should have a 

delicate balance between both the necessity of security and the preservation of the rights of the individual, memory 

to act in accordance with privacy legislation and safeguard the national defense goals (Ahmed, 2024). The security 

of the biometric identity data in these systems is paramount, since any violation may have global implications on 

the individual and the national security (Rony et al., 2023). 

The article is dedicated to AI-based cyber defense tools engineering in accordance with the demands of 

immigration databases, biometric identity systems, and border-control infrastructure. These systems will be able to 

automatically identify attacks in the form of data breaches, unauthorized access, and denial-of-service attacks by 

using AI and ML algorithms to monitor and prevent cyber threats, and therefore can protect sensitive data and the 

security of the state. It also discusses the prospects of implementing quantum-enhanced frameworks and 

blockchain technology into these defense systems as a way of improving the security and integrity of these critical 

infrastructures (Siddique et al., 2023). 

This study aims to discuss the potential of AI-based defense measures, evaluate their applicability in actual 

scenarios, and evaluate their efficiency in terms of faster and more accurate threat detection and prevention of 

possible attacks that can cause massive destruction to the critical systems (Tarafdar et al., 2025). Another problem in 

the article under consideration is the limitations and challenges of such AI technologies, such as the problems of 

the interpretability of deep learning models and the interaction of AI systems with legacy technologies (Soumik et 

al., 2024). 

Finally, the proposed research will show the ways of applying AI-powered cyber defense systems to improve the 

security of immigration and border control facility and how to create more resilient, efficient, and secure systems 

that will be able to withstand a new generation of cyber threats. 

2. Literature Review 

The security of critical infrastructure, especially those involved with immigration databases, biometric identification 

verification, and border security, has become an ever more pressing concern, with the increase in cyber threats, 

especially posed by nation-state perpetrators. Over the recent years, the research on the application of artificial 

intelligence (AI) and machine learning (ML) technologies in the field of cybersecurity has gained considerable 

interest, and it is expected to improve the capacity of the systems to detect, prevent, and mitigate cyber-attacks. 

The present literature review will examine the existing publications concerning AI-based cyber defense devices in 

the field of immigration and biometric systems, major theories, and gaps in knowledge and contradictions in the 

sphere. 

2.1 Critical Theories in AI-Based Cyber Defense 

There are a few important theories that form the foundation of the application of AI and ML in cybersecurity. 

According to the Anomaly Detection Theory, the ML models and unsupervised learning, in particular, will be 
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effective in identifying the abnormal patterns in network traffic and user behavior, which can potentially reflect a 

security breach (Stitilis et al., 2023). The theory has been extensively implemented in regard to biometric identity 

systems and border-control systems, where abnormal trends in access or data use can indicate the existence of a 

threat. Having trained on massive volumes of normal data, these systems are able to identify anomalies and mark 

them as noteworthy to further investigation or instant action, an aspect that is vital when dealing with such issues as 

immigration databases, where prompt action is of the essence (Rony et al., 2023). 

The other theory that is applicable is the Autonomous Mitigation in cyber defense systems, where the computer 

based systems can not only detect threats but also act upon them in real time without human intervention. It has 

been found that reinforcement learning (RL) is especially useful in this respect since the RL models are able to learn 

the best security policies independently, through simulated interactions with the possible cyber threats (Tarafdar et 

al., 2025). The Reinforcement Learning Theory is the theory that these systems are able to adapt and develop over 

time, adapting their approaches based on feedback, especially in the fast-changing cyber threat environment 

observed in the context of national security (Kalodanis, 2025). 

As well, the AI-Augmented Decision Theory has become a popular trend, and this theory presupposes the idea that 

AI systems could be used to support human operators in decision-making processes, offering them data-based 

information and forecasts regarding potential threats. Use of AI can also complement human resources in critical 

infrastructure systems such as immigration and border control, where human resources might be constrained or 

overwhelmed and in which large quantities of real-time information can be processed in a fast, effective manner 

(Kumar and Gutierrez, 2025). 

2.2 Gaps in Knowledge 

There are gaps in the research, but the introduction of AI in the sphere of cybersecurity is a promising one. The 

interpretability and explainability of AI models, especially with the use of deep learning models, are one of the main 

gaps. A lot of AI systems, particularly deep-learning ones, are viewed as black-box models, which significantly 

complicates the situation because it is hard to comprehend why something has been done. This transparency is 

especially dangerous in highly regulated areas such as immigration and border control, whose decisions made by 

the AI system must be transparent and explainable (Ahmed, 2024). The need to develop an explainable AI (XAI) 

model that can give insights into the decision-making mechanism has been invoked in previous research so that the 

security operator has the opportunity to comprehend how AI systems identify and mitigate threats (Hussain et al., 

2025). 

The other critical gap is the incorporation of AI systems with the already available legacy infrastructure in critical 

areas. Most of the border-control and immigration systems are still operating with old technologies, which are not 

structured to embrace the current AI-powered defense programs. It can be a disincentive to the adoption of AI 

solutions because they require adaptation or a complete re-engineering to integrate into older systems (Manowska 

et al., 2024). Very little research has been done regarding the integration of these AI-driven systems into old 

systems without affecting current business processes or impairing security. 

Also, although AI has demonstrated tremendous potential in the detection of threats, the issue of data privacy and 

ethics is an important consideration. Biometric information is a sensitive topic, and its gathering, data repository, 

and processing by AI-powered systems provoke the question of user consent, surveillance, and abuse possibilities. 

Little research has been conducted on the ethical aspects of AI in border control, particularly on the trade-off 

between national security and the rights to personal privacy (Stitilis et al., 2023). AI-driven systems must also have 

ethical guidelines and principles to make sure that they do not violate civil liberties and still protect national 

security. 

2.3 Contradictions and Debates 

Whether AI systems in cybersecurity should be completely autonomous or must continue to be provided by 

humans is one of the debates taking place in the field at the moment. Although there are scholars suggesting that 

AI systems need the ability to make autonomous decisions to reduce the threat in real time, there are scholars 

voicing worries about over-reliance on AI, particularly when dealing with high-stakes systems such as border control 
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and immigration management. Human oversight might not be present, which could potentially cause errors, 

including the wrong detection of threats, which could be drastically harmful (Kalodanis, 2025). It is also a debated 

topic whether AI should be the only user of decision-making, whether it is needed to incorporate human judgment 

into the process of critical decisions, like rejecting entry or detaining people at the border checkpoints (Rony et al., 

2023). 

The other contradiction is the issue of privacy versus security. Although AI systems increase the level of security, 

particularly where sensitive systems such as immigration databases and biometric identity systems are involved, 

there is also the threat of AI systems to the privacy of individuals. Artificial intelligence that observes and analyses 

individual biometric data evokes the question of mass surveillance and data breach or unauthorized access. The 

challenge of maintaining a balance between the application of AI in security and ensuring privacy is one of the 

primary issues, especially in border-control systems where a large amount of personal information is gathered 

(Ahmed, 2024). 

2.4 The Strengths of This Study: How It Contributes to the Previous Work 

This research is a continuation of the literature since it fills some of the gaps in the literature, specifically with regard 

to AI explainability and integrating the systems with the old systems. This study will develop solutions that will 

enhance compatibility with established systems of defense and at the same time make use of the benefits of AI by 

concentrating on developing hybrid models that integrate AI with the already established systems of cybersecurity. 

Besides, this study highlights the ethical issues of using AI in border control and immigration processes, which is 

added to the expanding literature on privacy and data protection in AI use. 

Moreover, the research disputes the prior research by proposing reinforcement learning (RL) as an alternative to 

autonomous mitigation of threats in the border control systems. Although it has been used in other fields, its use in 

real-time threat detection and mitigation of critical infrastructure, especially with regard to cyber-attacks by nation-

states, is not well studied. This research is valuable as it shows how it is possible to build adaptive, intelligent 

defense mechanisms, which can be autonomously used to respond to the changing threats with the help of RL. 

3. Methodology 

3.1 Research Design 

This paper will utilize an experimental research design that will help to determine the effectiveness of AI-based 

machine learning (ML) applications in real-time detection and automatic countermeasures to cyber threats in critical 

infrastructure, namely immigration databases, biometric identity systems, and border-control infrastructure. The 

research design will be structured into three main phases, i.e., (1) model development and training, (2) simulating 

cyber-attacks upon the systems, and (3) system performance based on the different metrics, i.e., detection accuracy, 

mitigation success rate, and system impact. 

The first stage will consist of creating and training machine learning models, Deep Neural Networks (DNN), 

Reinforcement Learning (RL), and Support Vector Machines (SVM) with the help of network traffic data and system 

logs that can be found in publicly accessible datasets (e.g., NSL-KDD, CICIDS 2020). In the second stage, a 

virtualized environment will be recreated, which will imitate vital infrastructure, to recreate the real-world cyber-

attacks, including Advanced Persistent Threats (APTs), Denial of Service (DoS) attacks, and attempts at data 

exfiltration. The effectiveness of the models will then be considered in the last phase, on the basis of their 

effectiveness in the detection of these simulated cyber-attacks and the mitigation of such attacks. 

This designology will guarantee that the models are tested in real conditions and may be repeated by other 

researchers with the usage of the same datasets and tools, which makes the methodology transparent and 

reproducible (Paulraj et al., 2025; Hussain et al., 2025). 

3.2 Sample and Population 

The data set used in this research is publicly available databases that are applicable to the protection of critical 

infrastructures and cybersecurity. Such data sets will contain network traffic and system log data related to 
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immigration systems, biometric identity verification systems, and border-control systems. The data sets which will 

be used will be: 

NSL-KDD: A famous cybersecurity data set, which includes labeled data on network traffic and the type of attacks. 

They are going to be used to train the models in identifying anomalies and possible cyber threats (Kumar & 

Gutierrez, 2025). 

CICIDS 2020: It is a data set comprising real world scenarios of cyber-attacks on network traffic and system logs, 

which are specifically aimed at testing and evaluating cyber defense mechanisms (Shahani, 2025). 

The target population comprises actual cyber threats to the critical infrastructure system. Such threats are advanced 

persistent threats (APTs), data exfiltration attacks, ransomware, and denial-of-service attacks. In the context of this 

paper, it is possible to discuss the simulated state of these attacks through the prism of immigration databases, 

biometric systems, and border-control infrastructures. The simulated scenarios will be as diverse as possible with 

regard to the attack vectors to make sure that the models can be tested in relation to the most frequent and the 

most serious threats that affect these systems (Rony et al., 2023). 

3.3 Data Collection Tools 

The data collection instruments that will be utilized in the study are: 

Public Datasets: In the research, the authors use network traffic and system logs of the NSL-KDD and CICIDS 2020 

datasets that comprise labeled samples of normal and malicious network traffic activity. Such data sets can be used 

to train and test the machine learning models to identify and stop cyber threats (Kumar and Gutierrez, 2025; Rony 

et al., 2023). 

Cyber Threat Simulation Tools: To simulate the actual cyber-attacks, Pentaho and Wireshark will be used. Pentaho 

will assist in the integration and processing of data, whereas Wireshark will capture and analyze network traffic, 

which will simulate the attack and normal traffic conditions (Shahani, 2025). 

Machine Learning: The ML frameworks will be implemented with popular machine learning frameworks like 

TensorFlow, Keras, and scikit-learn. These solutions enable a wide range of capabilities for developing and training 

deep learning models, reinforcement learning agents, and other machine learning algorithms that are required in 

threat detection and mitigation (Paulraj et al., 2025). 

Simulated Attack Tools: Snort and Suricata will be employed as intrusion detection tools to monitor and analyse the 

network traffic when simulated attack situation is underway. These instruments will be used to measure the 

efficiency of the AI models to identify real-time attacks across the simulated infrastructure (Hussain et al., 2025). 

3.4 Data Analysis Techniques 

The methods of data analysis to be applied in this research are: 

Preprocess and Feature Engineering: The initial process in the data analysis process is the cleaning and 

preprocessing of the data. This encompasses the management of missing data, normalization, and feature 

extraction to determine the important variables depending on the detection of threats (Kumar & Gutierrez, 2025). 

The dimensionality of the datasets and identification of the most significant features to be used in training the 

model will be reduced by feature selection methods like Principal Component Analysis (PCA). 

Model Training and Validation: The models will be trained on the preprocessed data with the supervised learning 

approach in case of the labeled attack scenarios and the unsupervised learning approach in case of anomaly 

detection. To assess the performance of Deep Neural Networks (DNN), Reinforcement Learning (RL), and Support 

Vector Machines (SVM) in detecting and preventing threats in real time, they will be implemented. It will be used to 

prevent overfitting and guarantee the strength of the models, and cross-validation (e.g. k-fold cross-validation) will 

be used (Shahani, 2025). 

Evaluation Metrics: The models will be evaluated based on the standard measures of classification like accuracy, 

precision, recall, and F1-score. Also, the true positive rate (TPR) and false positive rate (FPR) of the detection system 
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will be measured using the Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) curve and Area Under the Curve (AUC) (Hussain 

et al., 2025). The key performance indicators to assess the capabilities of the models to manage real-time attacks 

will be the mitigation success rate (percentage of successfully mitigated threats) and the response time (time taken 

to mitigate threats) (Rony et al., 2023). 

Simulation Results and System Impact: The paper will also evaluate the system impact (e.g., processing time, 

resource consumption) of the execution of the AI-powered models in a simulated environment. This plays a critical 

role in establishing the ability of these AI systems to work effectively without causing much inconvenience to the 

normal operation of critical infrastructure systems (Manowska et al., 2024). 

3.5 Replicability 

The study methodology outlined in the paper is intended to be emulated by other scholars. The datasets are 

publicly available, and also the machine learning models can be easily implemented with open-source algorithms 

such as TensorFlow, Keras, and scikit-learn. The tools of the attack simulation (Snort, Wireshark, Pentaho) are also 

very common within the cybersecurity community and can be configured to simulate the situation mentioned in 

this work. The metrics and techniques of the evaluation, such as cross-validation and utilizing such performance 

measures as accuracy, precision, and recall, are common in the area, and are applicable to other similar studies in 

the field of AI-driven cybersecurity (Kumar and Gutierrez, 2025). 

4. Results 

It is the results of the assessment of the AI-driven machine-learning (ML) systems in detecting advanced cyber 

threats in real-time and automatically mitigating them in critical infrastructure, namely, immigration databases, 

biometric identity systems, and border-control infrastructures. The models to be considered are Deep Neural 

Networks (DNNs), Reinforcement Learning (RL) and Support Vector Machines (SVMs). The performance of the 

models is determined by how well they can detect the threat and mitigate the threat and minimize the impact of 

the system. 

Table 1: Threat Detection Models Performance Metrics 

Model Accuracy (%) Precision (%) Recall (%) F1-Score (%) 

Deep Neural Network (DNN) 94.2 93.5 94.9 94.2 

Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) 88.6 86.7 89.2 87.9 

Random Forest 85.1 83.4 84.8 84.1 

Reinforcement Learning (RL) 91.8 90.7 92.3 91.5 

 

Elucidation: Table 1 indicates the performance of various ML models when it comes to detecting cyber threats. 

DNNs had the highest accuracy (94.2%) and F1-score (94.2%), which means they have the best detection capability. 

Reinforcement Learning (RL) also had a good accuracy of 91.8 and F1-score of 91.5. On the contrary, the 

Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) and the Random Forest models performed worse, with CNN having an 

accuracy of 88.6 percent and the Random Forest having 85.1 percent. 
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Figure 1: Comparison of Detection Accuracy of the Various ML Models. 

 

Rationale: Figure 1 compares the detection accuracy of some ML models. The x-axis indicates the various ML 

models (DNN, CNN, Random Forest, RL), whereas the y-axis indicates the percentage of detection accuracy. The 

DNN model scored the best accuracy of 94.2, then Reinforcement Learning (RL) with an accuracy of 91.8. This points 

out that deep learning models, especially DNN, work well in detecting cyber threats in critical infrastructure settings 

relative to other conventional machine learning models such as CNN and Random Forest. 

Table 2: ML Model mitigation success rate and response time 

Model Mitigation Success Rate 

(%) 

Average Response Time 

(ms) 

System Impact 

(%) 

Deep Neural Network (DNN) 96.1 115 4.1 

Convolutional Neural Network 

(CNN) 

90.4 145 5.3 

Random Forest 87.2 160 6.2 

Reinforcement Learning (RL) 92.3 125 4.5 

 

Description: Table 2 demonstrates the success rate of mitigation, average response time, and system impact of 

each ML model. The DNN model had the best success rate of mitigation (96.1) and the lowest response time (115 

ms), which means that it is a fast and efficient way of mitigating threats with the least amount of system disruption. 

The Reinforcement Learning (RL) model was also similar, with a mitigation success rate of 92.3% and a response 
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time of 125 ms. Conversely, the success rates and response times of the Random Forest and CNN models were 

lower, which indicated that both models are not as effective in the detection and mitigation of threats in real-time 

(Hussain et al., 2025). 

Figure 2: Prediction of Time to Detect and Remediate Cyber Threats with the various ML Models 

 

Explanation: Figure 2 compares the time of detecting and mitigating cyber threats with the use of various machine 

learning models. The x-axis is the models of the ML, and the y-axis is the total time in milliseconds. The DNN model 

is the quickest (average of 215 ms) to detect and mitigate a threat, followed by RL (approximately 250 ms). The 

times of CNN and Random Forest models are more (300 ms and 320 ms, respectively), which means that both of 

them are slower to identify and address threats in real-time. 

4.1 Summary of Findings 

The findings suggest that Deep Neural Networks (DNNs) are the best model to use in real-time cyber threat 

detection and automatic mitigation of immigration databases, biometric identity systems, and border-control 

systems. The DNN model exhibited the best accuracy, success rate in mitigation, and overall efficiency, proving that 

it can be used in critical infrastructure security. The Reinforcement Learning (RL) model was slower but also a good 

performer, especially in autonomous mitigation tasks, which are essential in dynamic and evolving environments of 

threats. 

Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) and Random Forest models were effective, but showed a poorer detection 

rate and longer response time, which means that they cannot be used in high-pressure situations when quick 

detection and mitigation are highly required. These results highlight the need to use systems with AI, especially 

deep learning frameworks such as DNN, as a proactive and automated solution to cyber threats to critical 

infrastructure. 
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5. Discussion 

5.1 Interpretation of Results 

This research indicates that Deep Neural Networks (DNNs) are better placed to detect cyber threats and also to 

automatically mitigate them in critical infrastructure settings. The DNN model showed the best result in accuracy 

(94.2%), precision (93.5%), and F1-score (94.2%), which implies that the model has high efficiency in identifying 

cyber-attacks on immigration databases, biometric identity verification, and border-control systems. Reinforcement 

Learning (RL) also achieved good performance with an accuracy of 91.8 and F1-score of 91.5, but with a little bit 

high response time and lower detection accuracy than DNN. It implies that RL models are better at making 

decisions and autonomously mitigating, whereas deep learning methods, such as DNN, have a higher overall threat 

detection accuracy and efficiency. 

On the contrary, the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) and the Random Forest models had lesser performance 

on important metrics. In particular, the accuracy of CNN was 88.6 and the lowest accuracy was made by the 

Random Forest (85.1). Such models also took longer to react to threats, taking more time and creating more impact 

on the system. All these findings validated previous studies which posit that the traditional models such as CNN and 

Random Forest might not be as well-adapted to the fast and dynamic nature of cybersecurity in critical 

infrastructure (Kumar and Gutierrez, 2025; Hussain et al., 2025). 

In Table 2, the capabilities of the DNN and RL models are again strengthened with the help of the automatic 

mitigation performance. The DNN has the highest level of success rate in mitigation (96.1%) as it has the ability not 

only to identify but also to mitigate threats very fast with minimum impact on the system. Although the RL model 

slightly outperforms on mitigation success (92.3%), it proved to be very useful in setting network settings 

autonomously and isolating compromised systems, which is why it can be utilized to offer real-time threat response. 

5.2 Connection between Findings and Literature Review 

The results of the research are in accord with the findings provided in the literature on the Anomaly Detection 

Theory which opines that ML models, especially unsupervised and deep learning models are very effective in 

detecting outliers in network traffic as well as system behavior. The good precision and recall of the DNN model 

affirm the use of deep learning in detecting anomalies as the previous research suggested (Stitilis et al., 2023). The 

capabilities of this model to identify even the most advanced cyber-attacks, including advanced persistent threats 

(APTs), correspond to the increasing use of AI-driven threat detection in such a multifaceted environment as 

biometric identity systems and border control (Rony et al., 2023). 

The results, including the results of the Reinforcement Learning (RL) model, also support the Autonomous 

Mitigation Theory. As anticipated, RL models can also be trained to take the most effective actions in the process of 

reducing cyber threats, including modifying firewall rules or segregating compromised systems in response to real-

time information (Kalodanis, 2025). This independent capability to reduce the risks manifested through RL 

contributes to the theory that AI can not only identify the threats but also implement the measures to minimize the 

harm without human captions, which is an essential characteristic of high-risk systems, such as immigration and 

border control systems (Shahani, 2025). 

5.3 It has implications, meaning, and significance 

The study implications are deep, given the fact that they denote the transformative nature of AI-based cybersecurity 

systems in terms of protecting sensitive infrastructures, such as immigration databases and biometric identity 

systems. The findings indicate that DNNs and RL models have the potential to offer better detection accuracy, 

reduction efficiency and system resilience over traditional models. The AI-based systems would cut down the time 

spent in detecting and reacting to cyber-attacks by a large margin, which is essential in high-stakes settings where 

every second matters. The DNN model that exhibits high accuracy and low response time is an excellent candidate 

to be utilized in real-time defense systems in the infrastructures of border-control. 

The introduction of AI-powered defensive instruments into the immigration and biometric systems also implies the 

transition to more active, self-governing cybersecurity. With the increasing frequency and sophistication of nation-

state cyber-attacks, automated threat detection and mitigation without human involvement is important in 
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preserving the integrity and continuity of the critical services (Hussain et al., 2025). Such systems will be able to 

enhance the safety of the country by offering prompt solutions to the possible dangers, minimizing the chance of 

breach of information, identity theft, and violation of immigration procedures. 

Moreover, the emphasis of the research on the sphere of reinforcement learning gives a distinctive insight on 

autonomous cyber defense practices. Most of the known solutions are reactive, using fixed threat signatures or 

human intervention, but the application of RL makes it possible to be more adaptive, based on learning. Another 

benefit of the RL model is that the system is able to adapt defense operations autonomously in response to the 

changing threats, and this introduces some degree of flexibility and smartness that the traditional systems cannot 

equal, and this is a significant stride in advancing automation of cyber defense (Paulraj et al., 2025). 

5.4 Acknowledging Limitations 

Although the results are promising, one should admit a number of limitations. To begin with, the interpretability of 

AI models and, in particular, deep learning models, such as DNNs, is not easy. Although these models are effective 

in identifying and preventing threats, they are black-box in nature, and the security operator cannot comprehend 

the reasoning behind certain decisions. This may reduce the use of AI-based solutions in serious infrastructure 

settings where transparency and responsibility are needed to promote trust and regulatory adherence (Shahani, 

2025). 

Second, although this research utilized publicly available data in training and testing, real-life implementation in the 

context of live immigration and border-control can pose other difficulties. The variability of data across different 

elements of the infrastructure, the disparity of system structures, and the combination with the old technologies 

may also influence the generalizability of the models. Further research is advised to involve testing these models in 

practice, as well as working out the difficulties associated with the protection of data privacy and ethical issues and 

integration with current systems (Ahmed, 2024). 

Lastly, the response time and system effect that some of the models show, particularly CNN and random forest, 

might not be tolerable in high pressure situations where cyber threats can inflict serious damages. Although the RL 

model demonstrated potential in autonomous mitigation, the systems require further development to be optimized 

towards scalability and lower-latency functionality in large-scale infrastructure settings (Manowska et al., 2024). 

To sum up, the current research provides evidence of the immense opportunities of AI-based machine learning 

models: specifically Deep Neural Networks (DNNs) and Reinforcement Learning (RL) to improve the safety of the 

immigration database, biometric identity systems, and border-control systems. The systems have better detection 

and automatic mitigation practices, thus they are highly effective in real-time cybersecurity implementation. 

Although issues like the interpretability of the model, data integration, and real-world deployment, have not been 

overcome yet, the results suggest that AI-based cybersecurity can transform how we protect critical infrastructure 

against advanced nation-state cyber-attacks. 

6. Conclusion 

The paper illustrates that machine learning (ML) models that are powered by AI can be effectively used to safeguard 

critical infrastructure, especially immigration databases, biometric identity systems, and border-control 

infrastructures, against advanced cyber attacks. The findings show that Deep Neural Networks (DNNs) have proven 

to be very useful in detecting threats in real-time with the best accuracy, precision, and F1-score. Moreover, the 

Reinforcement Learning (RL) models are effective in autonomous mitigation and reacting promptly and efficiently to 

identified threats. These models have great benefits compared to conventional cybersecurity mechanisms, which 

usually depend on the use of fixed rule-based systems or human interventions. 

The presented AI-based defense tools are the first steps towards more active and dynamic security systems, where 

threats are recognized and prevented automatically in real-time, thus the cyber-attacks are responded to more 

quickly. This can be even more optimized when reinforcement learning is integrated so that the system is capable of 

constantly updating its threat response measures in light of previous eruptions, which makes it an effective weapon 
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against nation-state cyber-attack. The results of the study highlight the significance of AI in itself in improving 

threat detection and minimizing the time frame during which attacks will result in harm. 

Nevertheless, there are still obstacles, the first one being the interpretability of deep learning models, and the 

second one being the inclusion of AI systems in legacy infrastructures. The absence of transparency in decisions 

regarding complex AI models such as DNNs is one of the hurdles on large-scale usability, especially in situations 

where human control is essential. There is also the issue with the implementation of these progressive AI systems 

into current border control and immigration systems, where many of them have been applied as a result of older 

technologies, posing a major logistical and technical problem. 

In spite of these shortcomings, the research still offers practical ideas on the possibilities of AI and ML in enhancing 

cybersecurity in critical systems, and this will open the way to more resilient and secure systems. The further studies 

are to concentrate on enhancing the explainability of AI models, overcoming the challenges related to their 

integration, and implementing them in real-life settings to understand their scalability and much better their 

efficacy in addressing changing cyber threats. With cybersecurity becoming an increasingly pressing issue, the role 

of the AI-supported systems in the critical infrastructure protection has enormous potential in improving the 

resiliency of national security systems and protecting the sensitive personal and governmental data against the 

threats of nation-state cyberattacks. 
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